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1, Benson Eailton Metcalf F r e e m a n, now of H, K. Prison, Leyhill, born
at Newbury in the county of Ber‘zshire England on the 6th of October 190E, after’
having been varned that I will de lie.'ble to punishment for paking 2 _false statement
1n lieu of en oath and declare that my statement is true in lieu( f an. oath and.

that my statezent is mede for submission before the Military Tribc *nal IV. Palace

R
»

of, Ju.stice. Nuernberg. Germanye

I Joined the Waffen $S under the strict und.erstanﬂing that I should not be
Tequired to fight ox act against ny owa country dbut only against Soviet Communism.
Not only was this condition most faithfully ce.r‘ried. out dut in the summer of 1944,

vatil the end of the war, I was transferred to S5 Standarte Kurt Bgzers, the ) .

-intelligence Standarte of the §S, ia which unit I served 2a°'SS Obersturmnfushrer

,an2 I wvas ina kai'/poeition to observe the recru..ﬁment of foreign volunfeers ste. ’ - ) |
and genera.l conduct and. policy of the Waffen SS. And I ‘can assure any triounal

that the racruitment of all foreivn nationels was strictly voluntary, even more 2 ..

80 tban the G»arman recrults. All such recruits had to unflsrgo a political exAm- o

"

ination uith regards thelr beliefa am'. relin‘bility in the National Socialists!

“,

cause against Soviet Comaunisa, and the bigger ma;]ority were, es a rule, redectnu.
2
It is a‘bsolutely a'osum to suggest that any pressure was put on any of thesé recru:lts.

ag it vould have been most deirimental to the policy of the Waffen SS to have had

nnreliable man’oers. - et .

Beaides the entire spirit and policy of the Waffen 5S was a Buropean i’orce

o

atanding against Bolshevism not nerely for Germany alone but for the whole of
Wostern L‘urope. The Bulk of the Waffen SS was emplored on the sasiern front. But

no forelgn national was expected to fight against units of his own country.

-1

Lﬂer this war I was charged with having served in the Waffen SS and consid.erable ‘ 3

strasa wasg placed. by the prosecution on the fa.ct that to have servecl 1n such 4 unit

ag the 'vfaffen §S, my action and 1ntentians to aid the German war effort was entirely

T,

voluntary. o s ) . ) .

v

During the entire time I was in ‘the Waffexi S5 I never saw any cruelties to

—t

nember comnitting these cowardly unsoldierly end \mdisciplined.’ acts. And there _u;aa.
.most certainly, no instructions to conmit such acts. : ) o y ”.“'_ e e
During the time I vas in-Standarte Xurt Eggers I sav S5 fieneral Gottlieb Berger ) -

several times und General Berger impressed me very much as not only a fine soldier
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but as a most bumane and understandinz man. He was a mcst sincete‘opponent of
Communisn. He viewed the strugzle as one of Western Europe against Soviet ©

Bolsbevlism. de bore no small minied hatred against the Engliash or the Americans,

and curiously enough he was particularly againét foreizn nationals from being

allowed to Join the Waffen 55 who were not 109% sincere in thelr bellefs. K

= P

Fru't)_er it was General Bergar who supressed the i ervolve rolicy of bhe Prop-

i

" aganda Ministry in 1945 saying‘ that it played straight into the Soviet hands,

"Again 1t was Berger who was responsible for the order at the end of ths war that

no SS man vas to Join the Von Paulus army or in any way assist the Soviets againat -
the Wastern allies. And it was General Berger who had specia.l infomation

collected with regard to Sovlet post war plans during the last few months of the

" war. This infomation vas flown out of Berlin on the 17th April 1945. At the end.

of April I vas 1nstmcted by sturm‘ba.nnfuehrer Kriegbaum (of the StandaLte Rurt
Eggera) from General :Barger that it was of the utmosc mporta.nce that certain

aections of the British Military intelligance ghould ’be mede aware of this infor-

* mation. I‘x‘om the moment I contacted:thé British 1 was effactg.vely prevanted. from

coﬁtacting' the two Gen'ez.:a.ls whose names I had 'been given and the matier bas always
been received in complete silence-both ét‘ my Court Martial nnd since.’ ‘

‘ I.lmow that one day the Western European nations will regﬁrd General Berger as
a hero in their struggle for survival against Soviet Bolsheviam and I offered. ny

services as a witbess on his behalf entirely voluntary and as part of ny dnty in

the atruggle sgainst SOViec Communi em,.

25th June 1948 (signed:) B.R. Freeman
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The a'b,éve signature of Benson Railton Metcalf Freeman, Fumber 59 of :.I.eyhill

Prison, Gioncestershire, 1s hereby certified and witnessed by me. Dated this
= . .

25th June 1948, at Leyhill Prison, Felfield, Gloucestershire.

Ty : | ‘John E. Henderson
i ' " Governor
. ‘H.M. Prison, Leyhill.




